
Intheconfinesofarustickitchen,thesecharacterstalk
abouteverythingfromdoinglaundrytocooking,but
theirseeminglyinnocuousbanterslowlyevolvesinto
painfulrevelations,chargedface-offsandemotional
eruptionsthatmirrorthecharacters'innerlivesand
torments.Thereinliestheundeniabledramaticpunchof
Kuruvilla'sartfullycraftedscript.TimothyFordHannon
hasdesignedanevocativeset,partiallyenclosinghis
kitchenwiththeropesandpostsofthe"squaredcircle."
Butthesuccessofthisproductionislargelyduetothe
workoftheactors,who,underTimByronOwen'snu-
anceddirection,performwithengagingpassionand
infectiousvitality.CelticArtsCenter,4843LaurelCanyon
Blvd.,StudioCity;Fri.-Sat.,8p.m.;Sun.,7p.m.;thruJune
11.(818)760-8322.(LovellEstellIII)

GLORYPIEWatchingEllenLawler'sanddirector/co-
writerJohnLawler'snewcomedyisa lot likeeating
cottoncandy-tasty,butonefeelssomethingsubstan-
tial ismissing.Paula(AlyssaStec)andJake(Brendan
O'Malley)arehavingPaula'ssisterandherhusband,
Laney(CarlaCapps)andCarl(DanKinsella),overfordin-
nertocelebrateLaneyandCarl'strip toChinatoadopt
a littlegirl there.Thenthewildnext-doorneighbors
decidetocrash.Whiletheplayisostensiblyaboutthe
dumbthingspeoplesaywhenacoupleisadopting,
therealplothangsontherivalrybetweenPaulaand
Laney,theformeradancerwhoinsistsonfollowing
herheartandthelatteraduty-boundtypewho'sal-
wayswanted,invain,tohavechildren.Unfortunately,
amidstthedramaandthecleverwisecracking,theplot
getslostuntiltheveryend,andisneverfullyresolved.
DirectorJohnLawlerkeepsthepacingtight,but the
performancesonthenightreviewedwereabouta
nanosecondoff,thathairsbreadthoftimingthatmakes
allthedifference.WesMcBride'ssetisnicelyrealistic,
whichmakesthedecisiontomimethefoodandwine
(whichplaysuchacriticalpartintheplay)alittleodd.
CoronetTheater,366N.LaCienegaBlvd.,W.L.A.;Fri.-
Sat.,8p.m.;Sun.3&7p.m.;thruMay21.(310)657-7311.
(AnneLouiseBannon)
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arebelandbuddingfeminist,isa farbettermatch
for Marcos..Furthercomedyisaddedby Fernanda's
youngestdaughter,feistyIrene(YvetteRamirez),
andthetwoaunts,puritanicalAugusta(SheilaKorsi)
andvulgar,free-spiritedConcha(LuisaChavez).This
ispredictablestuff,but themostlyLatinoaudience
seemedto findthesituationsbothrecognizableand
hilarious.EstelaScarlata'slavishsetandCarlosBrown's
costumesadmirablycapturetheflavorofoldHavana.
BilingualFoundationoftheArts,421N.Avenue19,L.A.;
Thurs.-Sat.,8p.m.;Sat.,4p.m.;Sun.,3p.m.;thruMay21.
(AllfurtherperformancesareinSpanish,withaslightly
differentcast.)(323)225-4044.(NealWeaver)

mil LlTILE EGYPTCeleste(Sara Rue)is a misfit egg-

headwhoreturnsfrom universityto hermid-America
hometown,whereshemeetsherperfectmatchinsweet,
dim-wittedsecurityguardVictor(FrenchStewart),but
familyandacruelfriendshipcomplicatetheirromance.
Forthefirst half hour,thismusicalby playwrightLynn
SiefertandcomposerGreggLeeHenryseemsjustan-
noyingandcloyinglyoffbeatwith over-the-toptrashy
charactersoccasionallyexiting their semi-reality to
burstintorocksongs.Then,almostwithoutwarning,the
storybecomesrivetingin itsweirdnessasStewartturns
intoapowerfultragicclownonparwith BusterKeaton.
Meremomentsseparatehisuproariousphysicalcomedy
anddevastatingemotionalbreakdowns.Rue'sbrainiac
innocenceprovidesStewartwith an excellentfoil as
the pair triesto movepasttheir sharedsocialretarda-
tion. MistyCottonandHenryarealsoveryeffectiveas
Celeste'ssisterandVictor'sdubiousbuddy,whileJenny
O'HaraandJohnApicellatry to fill outtwo-dimensional
rolesasoldfolks.Thisextremelyoriginalproductionis
completelyfrustrating in that therearesomanydull
patchesin whatisoftenasearingpieceof theater.One
hopesthewritersanddirectorLisaJamesarelookingat
thisworldpremiereasaworkshop.Someplaydevelop-
mentwouldbeagreatinvestment.MatrixTheater,7657
MelroseAve.,W.Hlywd.;Thurs.-Sat.,8p.m.;Sun.,3p.m.;
thruJune11. (323)852-1445.(TomProvenzano)

(M)ASKINGQUESTIO.
HumanitasPersonaThis
andperformedpiecehasa(
asaquirkymetaphorfort
fallsshortofbeinganythin
useofmaskinthetheater.
Hawk,developedbytheen
effectbyAnneJustineD'Zri
theneutralmask,sansal
operatestobringfocusto'
body.Nextistheintroduc
quitecleverlyfeaturesth
masks,ontowhichtheyhii
faces.ThisisfollowedbY
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soundintotheperforma
in thefourthpartof the
Puzzling,though,isthec
man"isitselfaseparatec
on ananthropological!
movesfrominfancytomal
morehollowbythetext,,
cadencesofacademicar!
LongBeach;Tues.-Thurs.,i
perfSat.,May13,2p.m.);
(LuisReyes)
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teeteringbalanceof indi
ofself-esteemand~elf-
dismissinginsecurities
over them with other f
showsflounderwhent
ing a rant that'seither f
victimization,butyoung
ningeveningof12clever
notesthattogetherstrik
(AnneGregory,Rebecca
betheysinglemoms,p
shut-insordevoutChrist
cliche)charactersthatj
fiveminuteseach.These


